


“In 1984 an Avianca Airlines jet crashed in Spain. 
Investigators studying the accident made an eerie 

discovery. The ‘black box’ cockpit recorders revealed 
that several minutes before impact a shrill, computer-
synthesized voice from the plane’s automatic warning 

system told the crew repeatedly in English,                     
‘Pull up! Pull up!’” 

 
John MacArthur



“The pilot, evidently thinking the system was 
malfunctioning, snapped, ‘Shut up, Gringo!’ and 

switched the system off. Minutes later the plane plowed 
into the side of a mountain. Everyone on board died.” 

 
John MacArthur



“When I saw that tragic story on the news shortly after it 
happened, it struck me as a perfect parable of the way 

modern people treat the warning messages of their 
consciences.” 

 
John MacArthur
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1.     THE CONSCIENCE DEFINED



συνείδησις 

Suneidesis 



“This is an age that gives little thought to the nature and 
function of conscience. Conscience is easily trampled if 
it gets in the way of authentic living. More dangerously, 

conscience is malleable and is easily reshaped to 
conform, in substantial measure, to the dictates of our 

age . . .” 
 

D.A. Carson



“We crush conscience in order to toss off what now 
appear to be the shackles of a bygone age, and then we 

immediately resurrect conscience in new configurations 
that establish new shackles, new expectations, new 

legalisms, new failures, new pools of guilt . . .” 
 

D.A. Carson



“For example, by determined suppression a new 
generation silences the voice of conscience in many 

sexual matters, and teases it alive when it comes to the 
importance of finding out where your coffee beans were 

grown. ” 
 

D.A. Carson



Conscience is “the inward faculty that distinguishes 
right and wrong.’” 

 
Bauer, Danker, Arndt & Gingrich (BDAG)



“The conscience is a witness within man that tells him 
he ought to do what he believes to be right and not to do 

what he believes to be wrong.” 
 

Floyd Barackman



“Conscience is the knowledge of self in relation to a 
known law of right and wrong.” 

 
Henry Clarence Thiessen



“ . . . a God-given faculty of moral evaluation concerning 
right and wrong, good and evil.” 

 
John MacArthur



“The conscience is your consciousness of what you 
believe is right and wrong.” 

 
Andy Naselli



2.     THE CONSCIENCE DESCRIBED



“Conscience is . . . one of the few theologically 
significant New Testament words that lacks a parallel 

word or group of words in the Hebrew Old Testament.” 
 

Andy Naselli



συνείδησις 

Suneidesis 



“ . . . the concept of conscience is certainly in the Old 
Testament even if no word itself is present .” 

 
Andy Naselli



“ . . . a listening heart to judge Your people to discern 
between good and evil.” 

 
1 Kings 3:9



“And it happened afterward that David’s heart struck 
him because he had cut off the edge of Saul’s robe.” 

 
1 Samuel 24:5



“My heart does not reproach any of my days.” 
 

Job 27:6



“Now Paul, looking intently at the Sanhedrin, said, 
‘Brothers, I have lived my life in all good conscience 

before God up to this day’.” 
 

Acts 23:1



“In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a 
conscience without fault both before God and before 

men.” 
 

Acts 24:16



“For when Gentiles who do not have the Law naturally 
do the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are 
a law to themselves, in that they demonstrate the work 

of the Law written in their hearts . . .” 
 

Romans 2:14-16



“ . . . their conscience bearing witness and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, 

on the day when, according to my gospel, God will 
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. ” 

 
Romans 2:14-16



“I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.” 

 
Romans 9:1



“Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only 
because of that wrath, but also because of conscience.” 

 
Romans 13:5



“However, not all men have this knowledge; but some, 
being accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it 
were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience, being 

weak, is defiled.” 
 

1 Corinthians 8:7



“For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining 
in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is 
weak, be built up to eat things sacrificed to idols? ” 

 
1 Corinthians 8:10



“And in that way, by sinning against the brothers and 
wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin 

against Christ.” 
 

1 Corinthians 8:12



“Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without 
asking questions for conscience’ sake . . . If one of the 

unbelievers invites you and you want to go, eat anything 
that is set before you without asking questions for 

conscience’ sake.” 
 

1 Corinthians 10:25, 27



“But if anyone says to you, ‘This is meat consecrated to 
idols,’ do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed 

you, and for conscience’ sake. I do not mean your own 
conscience, but the other person’s. For why is my freedom 

judged by another’s conscience?” 
 

1 Corinthians 10:28-29



“For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience, 
that in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom 
but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in 

the world, and especially toward you.” 
 

2 Corinthians 1:12



“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received 
mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the 

hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness or 
adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of 
truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in 

the sight of God. ” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:1-2



“So then, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, 
but we have been made manifest to God; and I hope that 
we have been made manifest also in your consciences.” 

 
2 Corinthians 5:11



“But the goal of our command is love from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and an unhypocritical faith.” 

 
1 Timothy 1:5



“This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in 
accordance with the prophecies previously made 

concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight, 
keeping faith and a good conscience, which some, having 

rejected, suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.” 
 

1 Timothy 1:18-19



“Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, 
not indulging in much wine, not fond of dishonest gain, 

but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience.” 

 
1 Timothy 3:8-9



“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will 
fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful 

spirits and doctrines of demons, by the hypocrisy of liars, 
who have been seared in their own conscience.” 

 
1 Timothy 4:1-2



“I am grateful to God, whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did, as I unceasingly 

remember you in my prayers night and day . . . ” 
 

2 Timothy 1:3



“To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are 
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their 

mind and their conscience are defiled.” 
 

Titus 1:15



“ . . . both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot 
make the worshiper perfect in conscience, since they relate 
only to food and drink and various washings, requirements 

for the body imposed until a time of reformation.” 
 

Hebrews 9:9b-10



“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing 

of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?” 

 
Hebrews 9:13-14



“. . . since we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water.” 

 
Hebrews 10:21-22



“Pray for us, for we are convinced that we have a good 
conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves well in all 

things. ” 
 

Hebrews 13:18



“For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward 
God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering 

unrighteously.” 
 

1 Peter 2:19



“ . . . sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 

you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and fear . . .” 

 
1 Peter 3:15-16



“ . . . having a good conscience so that in the thing in 
which you are slandered, those who disparage your 

good conduct in Christ will be put to shame. ” 
 

1 Peter 3:15-16



“Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not 
the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal of a 

good conscience to God—through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ . . .” 

 
1 Peter 3:21



3.     THE CONSCIENCE IN ACTION



“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, 
both His eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse.” 

 
Romans 1:20



“He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did 
good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 

filling your hearts with food and gladness.” 
 

Acts 14:17



“ . . . revealed himself and daily discloses himself in the 
whole workmanship of the universe.” 

 
John Calvin



“. . . although they know the righteous requirement of God, 
that those who practice such things are worthy of death, 

they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to 
those who practice them.” 

 
Romans 1:32



“For when Gentiles who do not have the Law naturally do 
the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to 

themselves, in that they demonstrate the work of the Law 
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and 
their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them.” 

 
Romans 2:14-15



“ . . . the lusts of our flesh . . . [and] the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind.” 

 
Ephesians 2:3



“ . . . when they heard this, they were pierced to the          
heart . . .” 

 
Acts 2:37



“ . . . when they heard this, they became furious and 
intended to kill them.” 

 
Acts 5:33



“ . . . when they heard this, they became furious in their 
hearts, and they began gnashing their teeth at him.” 

 
Acts 7:54



“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some 
will fall away from the faith, paying attention to 
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by the 

hypocrisy of liars, who have been seared in their own 
conscience.” 

 
1 Timothy 4:2



“To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are 
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their 

mind and their conscience are defiled.” 
 

Titus 1:15



“The Holy Spirit is indicating this, that the way 
into the holy places has not yet been manifested 

while that first part of the tabernacle is still 
standing, which is a symbol for the present 

time . . .” 
 

Hebrews 9:8-10



“Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered 
which cannot make the worshiper perfect in 

conscience, since they relate only to food and 
drink and various washings, requirements for the 

body imposed until a time of reformation.” 
 

Hebrews 9:8-10



“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins.” 

 
Hebrews 10:4



“And every priest stands daily ministering and 
offering time after time the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins.” 
 

Hebrews 10:11



“ . . . both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot 
make the worshiper perfect in conscience, since they relate 

only to food and drink and various washings, 
requirements for the body imposed until a time of 

reformation .” 
 

Hebrews 9:9-10



“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing 

of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?” 

 
Hebrews 9:13-14



“He who has My commandments and keeps them is 
the one who loves Me.” 

 
John 14:21



“For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments.” 

 
1 John 5:3



“Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver 
vessels, but also vessels of wood and of clay, and some to 

honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses 
himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, 

sanctified, useful to the Master, having been prepared for 
every good work.” 

 
2 Timothy 2:20-21



“In the same way, you wives, be subject to your own 
husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient 
to the word, they may be won without a word by the 

conduct of their wives, as they observe your pure 
conduct with fear.” 

 
1 Peter 3:1-2



“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.” 

 
Ephesians 4:30



“ . . . conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your 
sojourn.” 

 
1 Peter 1:17



“Honor all people, love the brethren, fear God, honor 
the king.” 

 
1 Peter 2:17



“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
 

Matthew 5:8



“I desire to do Your will, O my God.” 
 

Psalm 40:8



“But the goal of our command is love from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and an unhypocritical faith.” 

 
1 Timothy 1:5



“ . . . fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good 
conscience.” 

 
1 Timothy 1:18-19



“I am grateful to God, whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did, as I unceasingly 

remember you in my prayers night and day . . .” 
 

2 Timothy 1:3



“ . . . but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 

you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and fear, having a good conscience so 

that in the thing in which you are slandered, those 
who disparage your good conduct in Christ will be put 

to shame.” 
 

1 Peter 3:15-16



“Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only 
because of that wrath, but also because of conscience.” 

 
Romans 13:5



“Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear, not 
only to those who are good and considerate, but also 

to those who are crooked. For this finds favor, if for the 
sake of conscience toward God a person bears up 

under sorrows when suffering unrighteously.” 
 

1 Peter 2:18-19



“And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may approve what the will of God is, that which is 
good and pleasing and perfect.” 

 
Romans 12:2



“I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.” 

 
Romans 9:1-2



“For our boasting is this: the testimony of our 
conscience, that in holiness and godly sincerity, not in 

fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have 
conducted ourselves in the world, and especially 

toward you.”  
 

2 Corinthians 1:12



“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, 
we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the hidden 

things of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the 
word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:1-2



4.     THE CONSCIENCE CONTAMINATED



“ . . . forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods 
which God created to be shared in with thanksgiving by 

those who believe and know the truth.” 
 

1 Timothy 4:3



“ . . . not all men have this knowledge; but some, being 
accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were 

sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled.” 

 
1 Corinthians 8:7



“I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing 
is defiled in itself; but to him who considers anything to be 

defiled, to him it is defiled.” 
 

Romans 14:14



“But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his 
eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is 

sin.” 
 

Romans 14:23



“Conscience cannot make a wrong thing right, but it can 
make a right thing wrong.” 

 
Mark Dever



“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God.” 
 

2 Corinthians 7:1



“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” 
 

1 John 1:9



“For just as you presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness, leading to further lawlessness, 

so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, 
leading to sanctification.” 

 
Romans 6:19



“The way to keep the conscience tender is to the utmost 
resist sin.” 

 
Jonathan Edwards



5.     THE CONSCIENCE CALIBRATED



“The Walt Disney version of Pinocchio has given us the 
cartoon image of conscience as a friendly cricket, an effort, 

perhaps, to reduce the hostility which people are inclined to 
view the promptings of conscience. Christians are called to do 

much better: to cultivate conscience rather than to stifle its 
occasional chirps.” 

 
Edmund P. Clowney



Jesus “declared all foods clean.” 
 

Mark 7:19b



“Rise up, Peter, slaughter and eat!” 
 

Acts 10:13



“But food will not commend us to God. We neither lack if 
we do not eat, nor abound if we do eat.” 

 
1 Corinthians 8:8



“Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without 
asking questions for conscience’ sake. For the earth is the 

Lord’s, as well as its fullness.” 
 

1 Corinthians 10:25-26



“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to 
be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving . . . ” 

 
1 Timothy 4:4



“ . . . concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we 
know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is 

no God but one.” 
 

1 Corinthians 8:4-6



“For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or 
on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, 

yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 
things and we exist for Him, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by 

whom are all things, and we exist through Him.” 
 

1 Corinthians 8:4-6



“ . . . we must also know what freedoms and constraints are 
ours in Jesus Christ. The only way to achieve this maturity 

is to think through Scripture again and again to try to 
grasp the system of its thoughts—how the parts cohere and 

combine to make sense.” 
 

D.A. Carson



“Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason—I 
do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they 
have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to 
the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, 
for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God 

help me. Amen.” 
 

Martin Luther



“The conscience reacts to the convictions of the mind and 
therefore can be encouraged and sharpened in accordance 

with God’s Word. The wise Christian wants to master 
biblical truth so that the conscience is completely informed 
and judges right because it is responding to God’s Word. ” 

 
John MacArthur



“A regular diet of Scripture will strengthen a weak 
conscience or restrain an overactive one.” 

 
John MacArthur



6.     THE CONSCIENCE IN COMMUNITY



“So then let us pursue the things which make for peace 
and the building up of one another.” 

 
Romans 14:19



“Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the 
purpose of passing judgment on opinions. One person has 

faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.” 

 
Romans 14:1-2



“The one who eats must not view the one who does not eat 
with contempt, and the one who does not eat must not 

judge the one who eats, for God accepted him. Who are 
you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he 

stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand.” 

 
Romans 14:3-4



“One person judges one day above another, another judges 
every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his 

own mind.” 
 

Romans 14:5



“He who regards the day, regards it for the Lord, and he 
who eats, eats for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and 
he who does not eat, for the Lord he does not eat and gives 
thanks to God. For not one of us lives for himself, and not 
one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord . . .” 

 
Romans 14:6-9



“ . . . or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we 
live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died 
and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead 

and of the living.” 
 

Romans 14:6-9



“But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why 
do you view your brother with contempt? For we will all 

stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, ‘AS I 
LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, TO ME EVERY KNEE SHALL 
BOW, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO 

GOD.’ So then each one of us will give an account of himself 
to God.” 

 
Romans 14:10-12



“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but 
rather judge this—not to put a stumbling block or offense 

before a brother. I know and am convinced in the Lord 
Jesus that nothing is defiled in itself; but to him who 

considers anything to be defiled, to him it is defiled . . .” 
 

Romans 14:13-15



“ . . . For if because of food your brother is grieved, you are 
no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with 

your food him for whom Christ died.” 
 

Romans 14:13-15



“Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be 
slandered; for the kingdom of God is not eating and 

drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. For he who in this way serves Christ is pleasing to 

God and approved by men. So then let us pursue the 
things which make for peace and the building up of one 

another . . .” 
 

Romans 14:16-21



“Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. 
All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man 

who eats and gives offense. It is good not to eat meat or to 
drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother 

stumbles.” 
 

Romans 14:16-21



“The faith which you have, have as your own conviction 
before God . . .” 

 
Romans 14:22a



“Blessed is he who does not judge himself in what he 
approves. But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, 

because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not 
from faith is sin.” 

 
Romans 14:22b-23



“We must never allow the conscience of others to 
determine our own conscience. But we must always 

consider the conscience of others when we determine our 
own actions.” 

 
Andy Naselli




