


THE NEW TESTAMENT MINISTRY                 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT



“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH 

THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.” 
 

Luke 4:18



“The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on Him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of Yahweh.” 

 
Isaiah 11:2



“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen 
one in whom My soul is well-pleased. I have put 

My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to 
the nations.” 

 
Isaiah 42:1



“Hill and watchtower have become caves forever, a 
joy for wild donkeys, a pasture for flocks, until the 
Spirit is poured out upon us from on high, and the 

wilderness becomes a fruitful orchard, and the 
fruitful orchard is counted as a forest.” 

 
Isaiah 32:14-15



“For I will pour out water on the thirsty ground 
and streams on the dry land; I will pour out My 

Spirit on your seed and My blessing on your 
offspring.” 

 
Isaiah 44:3



“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a 
new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart 

of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh.” 

 
Ezekiel 36:26



“And I will pour out on the house of David and on 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 
of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom 

they have pierced . . . ” 
 

Zechariah 12:10



“ . . . and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns 
for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over 

Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.” 
 

Zechariah 12:10



1.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE 
GOSPEL ERA



2.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE 
OF CHRIST



3.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE ACTS 
OF THE APOSTLES



1.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE 
GOSPEL ERA



“ . . . among those born of women there has not 
arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist!”” 

 
Matthew 11:11



“This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD 
OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 

BEFORE YOU.’” 
 

Matthew 11:10



“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and 
HE WILL NOT DRINK ANY WINE OR 

STRONG DRINK, and he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.” 

 
Luke 1:15



“And it happened that when Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Luke 1:41



“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
Law, so that He might redeem those who were 

under the Law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons.” 

 
Galatians 4:4-5



“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne 

of His father David, and He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end of 

His kingdom.” 
 

Luke 1:31-33



“But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife; for the One who has been conceived in her is of 

the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a Son; and you 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people 

from their sins.” 
 

Matthew 1:20-21



“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; and 
for that reason the holy Child shall be called the 

Son of God.” 
 

Luke 1:35



“And Mary said, ‘Behold, the slave of the Lord; may 
it be done to me according to your word.’” 

 
Luke 1:38



“And it happened that when Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Luke 1:41



“And she cried out with a loud voice and said, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! And how has it happened to 

me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me.” 
 

Luke 1:42-43



“And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and prophesied . . .” 

 
Luke 1:67



“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He visited 
and accomplished redemption for His people.” 

 
Luke 1:68



“ . . . knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins.” 

 
Luke 1:77



“And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the comfort of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him.” 

 
Luke 2:25



“And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ.” 
 

Luke 2:26



“And he came in the Spirit into the temple.” 
 

Luke 2:27



“And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years having lived with her husband seven years 
from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four.” 
 

Luke 2:36-38



“She never left the temple, serving night and day 
with fastings and prayers. And at that very moment 
she came up and began giving thanks to God, and 
continued to speak of Him to all those who were 

waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” 
 

Luke 2:36-38



“For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you.” 

 
Matthew 10:20



“And when they lead you away, delivering you up, 
do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, 
but say whatever is given to you in that hour; for it 

is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Mark 13:11



“Now when they bring you before the synagogues 
and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry 

about how or what you are to speak in your 
defense, or what you are to say, for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what you ought to 

say.’” 
 

Luke 12:11-12



“So Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you; as 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.’ And when 
He had said this, He breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” 
 

John 20:21-22



2.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE 
OF CHRIST



“It might seem surprising to realize how much the 
Holy Spirit was involved in the earthly ministry of 
our Lord. But when all the relevant Scriptures are 
examined, it becomes obvious that the Spirit had 

important ministries during our Lord’s first 
coming.” 

 
Charles C. Ryrie



“As far as the divine nature of Jesus is concerned—
His deity—the Holy Spirit has little influence . . . 

But as far as the human nature of Christ is 
concerned—his manhood—he does need the 

constant presence of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Edwin Palmer



THE VIRGIN BIRTH



“There are few supernatural acts of God which 
present a more inscrutable mystery than the birth 

of Christ. All of the elements of the miraculous are 
present, defying the reason of man and the normal 

course of nature.” 
 

John Walvoord



“The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; and for that 
reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of 

God.’” 
 

Luke 1:35



“ . . . found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Matthew 1:18



“But when he had considered this, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife; for the One who has been conceived 

in her is of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Matthew 1:20



“Therefore, when He comes into the world, He 
says, ‘SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE 

NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE 
PREPARED FOR ME.’” 

 
Hebrews 10:5



“Therefore, since the children share in flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the 

same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, 

the devil.” 
 

Hebrews 2:14



“The function of the Holy Spirit was to maintain the 
holiness, the sinlessness, of the one who was to be 

born.” 
 

Sinclair Ferguson



“And Jesus was advancing in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men.” 

 
Luke 2:52



“Then He said to them, ‘My soul is deeply grieved, 
to the point of death; remain here and keep watch 

with Me.’” 
 

Matthew 26:38



“Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they 
were reasoning that way within themselves, said to 
them, ‘Why are you reasoning about these things 

in your hearts?’” 
 

Mark 2:8



“ . . . nothing was missing from His humanity that is 
essential to perfect humanity and nothing was 

added that was nonhuman.” 
 

Charles C. Ryrie



THE BAPTISM OF JESUS



“And after being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon 

Him, and behold, there was a voice out of the heavens saying, 
‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’” 

 
Matthew 3:16-17



“Now it happened that when all the people were being 
baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was 

praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a 
voice came out of heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in 

You I am well-pleased.’” 
 

Luke 3:21-22



WHY WAS JESUS BAPTIZED?



“And John bore witness saying, ‘I have beheld the 
Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He 
abided on Him. And I did not know Him, but He 

who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “The 
One upon whom you see the Spirit descending and 
abiding on Him, this is the One who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit”.’” 
 

John 1:32-33



“By that act He disassociated Himself from the 
religious leaders who refused to repent and be 

baptized. He thus aligned Himself with those who 
anticipated the establishment of the kingdom.” 

 
Robert Gromacki



“And I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘The One upon whom 

you see the Spirit descending and abiding on Him, this 
is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 
myself have seen, and have borne witness that this is 

the Son of God.” 
 

John 1:33-34



“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH 

THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.” 
 

Luke 4:18



“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed 
Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, cand 

how He went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

Him.” 
 

Acts 10:38



“The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on Him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

Yahweh.” 
 

Isaiah 11:2



“The Spirit of Lord Yahweh is upon me because 
Yahweh has anointed me to bring good news to 

the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim release to captives and 

freedom to prisoners, to proclaim the favorable 
year of Yahweh and the day of vengeance of our 

God.” 
 

Isaiah 61:1-2



“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

 
Luke 4:21



“He knew that the purposes of His messianic 
mission could be accomplished only through the 

enabling of the Spirit of God.” 
 

Robert Gromacki



HE WAS FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT



“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 
the Jordan and was being led around by the Spirit 

in the wilderness.” 
 

Luke 4:1



“While it is not possible to produce evidence 
beyond question, it is a matter of reasonable 

inference that Christ was filled with the Holy Spirit 
from the very moment of conception.” 

 
John Walvoord



HE WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT



“To be led by the Spirit is to manifest the control or 
filling of the Spirit.” 

 
Rolland McCune



“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 
the Jordan and was being led around by the Spirit in 
the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the 
devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and 

when they had finished, He was hungry.” 
 

Luke 4:1-2



HE REJOICED IN THE SPIRIT



“Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and 
sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every city and place 

where He Himself was going to come.” 
 

Luke 10:1



“Now the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even 
the demons are subject to us in Your name.’” 

 
Luke 10:17



“At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy 
Spirit, and said, ‘I praise You, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these 
things from the wise and intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants.’” 
 

Luke 10:21-22



HE WAS EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT



“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen 
one in whom My soul is well-pleased. I have put My 

Spirit upon Him . . .” 
 

Isaiah 42:1



“The Spirit of Lord Yahweh is upon me because 
Yahweh has anointed me.” 

 
Isaiah 61:1



“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME . . .” 
 

Luke 4:18



“Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and 
mute was brought to Jesus, and He healed him, so 

that the mute man spoke and saw.” 
 

Matthew 12:22



“ . . . if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God.” 
 

Matthew 12:28



“ . . . [since] I cast out demons by the Spirit of God.” 
 

Matthew 12:28



“ . . .  . . . then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you.” 

 
Matthew 12:28



HE SUFFERED BY THE SPIRIT



“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify 
for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” 
 

Hebrews 9:13-14



“The Holy Spirit, the eternal Spirit, was the 
intermediate divine agent by whom Christ offered 

Himself as a redemptive sacrifice for our sins.” 
 

Robert Gromacki



“The work of the Holy Spirit in relation to the 
sufferings of Christ on the cross consisted, then, 

in sustaining the human nature in its love of 
God, in submission to the will of God and 

obedience to His commands, and in encouraging 
and strengthening Christ in the path of duty 

which led to the cross.” 
 

John Walvoord



HE WAS RAISED BY THE SPIRIT



“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 

 
Romans 8:11



“If the Lord of glory did not do without the 
ministry of the Spirit, how can sinners, though 
redeemed, live independently of His power?” 

 
Charles C. Ryrie



3.     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE  
BOOK OF ACTS



“And when the day of Pentecost had fully come, 
they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

there came from heaven a noise like a violent 
rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting.” 
 

Acts 2:1-4



“And there appeared to them tongues like fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each 

one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit was giving them utterance.” 
Acts 2:1-4



“And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like 
a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole 

house where they were sitting.” 
 

Acts 2:2



“And there appeared to them tongues like fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each 

one of them.” 
 

Acts 2:3



“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

was giving them utterance.” 
 

Acts 2:4



“Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout 
men from every nation under heaven. And when 

this sound occurred, the multitude came together, 
and were bewildered because each one of them was 

hearing them speak in his own language.” 
 

Acts 2:5-6



“Now when they heard this, they were pierced to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, ‘Men, brothers, what should we do?’ And 
Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Acts 2:37-41



“For the promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to 
Himself.’ And with many other words he solemnly bore 

witness and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from 
this crooked generation!’ So then, those who had received 

his word were baptized; and that day there were added about 
three thousand souls.” 

Acts 2:37-41



“Now Saul was in hearty agreement with putting 
him to death. And on that day a great persecution 

began against the church in Jerusalem, and they 
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria, except the apostles.” 
 

Acts 8:1



“ . . . those who had been scattered went about, 
proclaiming the good news of the word.” 

 
Acts 8:4



“Now Philip went down to the city of Samaria and 
began preaching Christ to them. And the crowds 

with one accord were giving attention to what was 
being said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs 

which he was doing.” 
 

Acts 8:5-6



“But when they believed Philip proclaiming the 
good news about the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, 
both men and women.” 

 
Acts 8:12



“Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent 

them Peter and John.” 
 

 Acts 8:14



“. . . who came down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet 

fallen upon any of them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

 
Acts 8:15-16



“Then they began laying their hands on them, and 
they were receiving the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Acts 8:17



“For you have heard of my former conduct in 
Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God 

beyond measure and tried to destroy it.” 
 

Galatians 1:13



“So Ananias departed and entered the house. And 
he laid his hands on him and said, ‘Brother Saul, 
the Lord sent me—that is Jesus who appeared to 
you on the road by which you were coming—so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Acts 9:17



“ . . . last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared to me also.” 

 
1 Corinthians 15:8



“And while Peter was reflecting on the vision, the 
Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three men are looking 

for you. But rise up, go down and accompany them 
without taking issue at all, for I have sent them 

Myself.’” 
 

Acts 10:19-20



“While Peter was still speaking these things, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to 

the word.” 
 

Acts 10:44



“Can anyone refuse water for these to be baptized 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?’ 

And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for a 

few days.” 
 

Acts 10:47-48



“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

was giving them utterance.” 
 

Acts 2:4



“And when they had prayed earnestly, the place 
where they had gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak the word of God with confidence.” 
 

Acts 4:31



“So Ananias departed and entered the house. And 
he laid his hands on him and said, ‘Brother Saul, 
the Lord sent me—that is Jesus who appeared to 
you on the road by which you were coming—so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Acts 9:17



“ . . . and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch, who, 
when he arrived and saw the grace of God, rejoiced 
and began to encourage them all with a purposeful 
heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good 

man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” 
 

Acts 11:22-24



“But having shaken off the dust of their feet against 
them, they went to Iconium. And the disciples were 

continually filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
Acts 13:51-52



“Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join 
this chariot” 

 
Acts 8:29



“And while Peter was reflecting on the vision, the 
Spirit said to him, ‘Behold, three men are looking 

for you. But rise up, go down and accompany them 
without taking issue at all, for I have sent them 

Myself.’” 
 

Acts 10:19-20



“And the Spirit told me to go with them without 
taking issue at all.” 

 
Acts 11:12



“And they passed through the Phrygian and 
Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy 

Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and after they 
came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, 

and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.” 
 

Acts 16:6-7



“Now after these things were finished, Paul 
purposed in the Spirit to go to Jerusalem after he 

had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, 
‘After I have been there, I must also see Rome.’” 

 
Acts 19:21



“And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my 
way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly 
testifies to me in every city, saying that chains and 

afflictions await me.” 
 

Acts 20:22-23



“And while they were ministering to the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.’ . . . So, being sent out by the Holy 

Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there 
they sailed to Cyprus.” 

Acts 13:2-4



“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.” 

 
Acts 20:28



“Men, brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of 
David concerning Judas, who became a guide to 

those who arrested Jesus.” 
 

Acts 1:16



“The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the 
prophet to your fathers.” 

 
Acts 28:25



“Then they began laying their hands on them, and 
they were receiving the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Acts 8:17



“While Peter was still speaking these things, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to 

the word. And all the circumcised believers who 
came with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles 
also.” 

 
Acts 10:44-45


